HITLER   AND   I

Among the successful candidates were Poehner and
Gregor Strasser. Their election permitted them to
leave the fortress of Landsberg without serving the
remainder of their term.

The tendency at the time was for all the Nationalist
political groupings to fuse into a single bloc. The Nazi
Party, which was banned as the result of the putsch,
sank its identity in the Popular Liberty Movement,
founded by Albert von Graefe. The leaders of the
'National-Socialist Liberty Movement' were Luden-
dorff, Graefe and my brother Gregor, acting as deputy
for Adolf Hitler.

But a profound gulf divided LudendorfF and
Poehner, who became president of the Bavarian
parliamentary group, from Hitler. Hitler refused to
receive Ludendorff, and Gregor therefore acted as go-
between. It was at this stage that Rosenberg, Dietrich
Eckhart's successor as editor of the Volkischer Beo-
bachter> started to play an important role. Rosenberg
worked hand-in-hand with Gregor. He was a Baltic
emigrt who had fled from the Bolsheviks. His political
influence on Hitler, whom he visited at Landsberg
every day, grew stronger and stronger. Munich was
then the centre of White Russian emigration. Rosen-
berg tried to make the National-Socialist movement
serve the interests of his Baltic compatriots.

Men like LudendorfF, Gregor, and Rosenberg (who
is a person of decent and respectable morals) could not
possibly put up for long with the activities of persons
such as Julius Streicher and Hermann Esser. These
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